RUSSELL INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

NEWLETTER
AUTUMN TERM

2020/2021 ACADEMIC SESSION

Dear Parents & Guardians

W

elcome to the start
of a new academic
session! We trust
you are well and in good
health. The management and
staff of Russell Int’l Schools
have missed having our learners in school!
The theme for this academic
year /session 2020-2021 is
tagged: Season of Change.
This is however, a reflection of the unexpected
change(s) experienced all over the world due to the
global pandemic – Covid 19. We have all had to
adapt to change in various ways and this has altered
the routines of our daily lives.
We however, would like to say a big thank you for
your patience, understanding and unending support
during the course of the last academic session. We
look forward to a great working relationship and
partnership with you this new academic session.
We would also like to appreciate our learners for
their patience and resilience towards achieving their
learning goals / targets last academic session despite
all the changes they had to adjust to.

TRANSPORTATION & LUNCH
For Transportation and School
Lunch, interested parents should
pls contact the school Admin as
soon as possible

We would like to also appreciate all members of our
dedicated staff who worked tirelessly to ensure that
every learner was well taught during the course of
the last academic session.
We would like to assure you that the management
and staff are working tirelessly and in partnership
with all stakeholders to ensure the health and safety
of all members of our school community.
We would also like to encourage all parents to fill out
the questionnaires sent via various electronic media
and return to the school as quickly as possible.
Please bear with us as we would be disseminating a
lot of information with regards the procedures and
plans in place to ensure a safe learning environment.
Sincerely,
Mrs E.A Nwanoneze
Director

SPECIAL INFORMATION
EYFS & NURSERY LEARNERS (REMOTE LEARNING)
We would like to inform our parents that all playgroup and nursery learners
would not have onsite classes for Autumn term. This is the directive issued to
all schools by the Office of Education Quality Assurance. However online classes
for playgroup and nursery learners would begin on the 28th of September 2020.
Timetables will be sent shortly.

ONLINE PROMOTIONAL EXAMS
Online promotional exams for year 1 to year 6 learners would hold on the
28th - 30th of September 2020. Parents should ensure that all learners
take their online exams for all subjects on the dates allocated. Timetables
would be sent via email and whatsapp shortly.

FIRST TERM BILLS
Please note that bills have ben sent to individual emails (Nursery Primary and College). Kindly contact the school Admin (Mrs
Ugo) If you have not received yours.

ONSITE AND REMOTE LEARNING
SCHEDULE (PRIMARY)

**Please Note: Onsite Learning would be Mondays – Thursdays; all classes would be engaged in Remote Learning on Fridays, until further notice.
** Virtual Weekly Tests / Continuous Assessment would hold during Friday lessons for all Year 1 – 6
classes . Learners are required to study for tests as the scores form part of autumn term’s continuous
assessment.
**Christmas Break / Holiday: 21st of December 2020 – 8th of January 2021
**All learners resume on the 11th of January 2021
**The above is a tentative arrangement and is subject to change depending on directives

issued by the Office of Education Quality Assurance.

PARENT
BACK TO

SCHOOL

GUIDE

Learning Media
• Blended learning (on site and remote)
• Staggered learning days
• (subject to change by the government)

Personal Protection Equipment
Requirements
• EYFS: wipes, No masks required
• Year 1 -6 : 3 clean masks, hand sanitisers, face shields
(optional), Wipes.
• These would be provided by parents.

How do we get in?
• Each child has been assigned to a specific group.
• Children in different groups will arrive and leave at different times of the day.
• Due to the directives by the Lagos State Ministry of Education, all EYFS children and
Nursery learners would not resume onsite until further notice. They would however, be
engaged in remote learning from 9am -1pm.
• Year 1-6 children will arrive at 8:00am and leave at 2:00pm on designated days of the
week ( Please see attendance schedule)
• If you have children with different arrival/departure times, drop them both off/collect
them both at the earliest time via designated entry points (please make us aware of this
in advance).
• All pupils must use designated entry and exit points.
• Please note that parents/guardians won’t be allowed inside the school building.
• If need be, only one (1) adult should accompany a child onto the school grounds. You
will need to socially distance using the markers we have put in place.
• Learners’ personal items (school bags and lunch bags) will be stored in classrooms

When can we come to school?
• School will be operational Monday to Thursday for Y1 to Y6.
• On Fridays, the school will be closed to all learners for deep cleaning of
the school environment. All students would be engaged with remote / virtual learning on Fridays.
• This would also provide teaching staff with appropriate time to plan and
provide for children both in school and at home.

How will we socially
distance?
• Children will be put into groups of 7 – 10 learners per class depending on the class size
• There would be a 1.5 – 2 metre distance between the every learners’ desk.
• The children in a designated classrooms will always use the same room and will have
break times with their key group only: they will not mix with children from other classrooms.
• Each room will have the same adult(s) for the whole day and these adults will not mix
with other adults as much as possible.
• other members of staff will not be allowed to enter the classrooms indiscriminately unless an emergency requires them to do so.
• Children will eat lunch in their classrooms.
• Children eligible for school packed lunch will have their lunch delivered to each classroom.
• For Year 1 - 6, each child will be given a desk to sit at and separate stationery which only
they will use.
• The desks will be distanced from one another. Each child will have a tray at their desk to
store their personal belongings in.
• Staff will clean surfaces throughout the day and children will regularly clean their own
equipment.
• Children will wash their hands many times
throughout the school day.
• We have allocated toilets to groups so there will be
minimal mixing and no queuing. Only one child
at a time will be permitted into the toilets.
• Children will not be able to swap or move between
classrooms

What will the children be doing in school?
• We have very strict guidelines regarding ‘appropriate’ equipment to be used in school.
• Year 1 -6, each child will have their own exercise books and
these will be stored in their individual desks.
• In the morning, there will be an English and Mathematics
focus.
• All subjects would be featured in the on site and remote
learning schedule.
• All children will need to bring their own water bottle and
snacks. Siblings would not be allowed to share personal items
during school time
• Outdoor learning would be encouraged at various intervals .
• Only a class of seven - ten learners would be permitted to engage
in outdoor learning within designated spaces provided by the
school.
• Children will need to wear P.E clothes to school on their allocated P.E days.
• Outdoor equipment will be thoroughly cleaned after use per
class of 7 – 10 learners.
• We would advise that children change when they return home
and that their uniforms /clothes are washed straight away.

What if a child becomes ill?
Symptoms of COVID-19:
- A high temperature (you feel hot to touch on your chest or back)
- A new, continuous cough
- Loss of or change in your normal sense of smell and/ or sense of taste
(What happens if your child / ward has symptoms?)
It is your responsibility as a parent to make sure your child is well enough to come to school.
The staff would check your child’s temperature as they enter school each day.
If a child becomes ill, they will be moved to a room with one member of staff, who will wear
PPE at that time.
We will contact you if your child is seriously unwell,and an ambulance may be requested.
If someone becomes ill and shows symptoms of COVID-19, we’ll follow the advice and
procedures given by the Office of Education Quality Assurance and inform you accordingly.
If a child or staff in a class becomes ill and is isolated/sent home, the parents of all children
in that particular class would be informed.

What about children who are at home?
• We will continue to use the school’s portal, Parents’ emails
and other social network platforms to set and send work for
learners who are unable to engage in onsite learning
• Learners would also have access to onsite learning in the
classrooms via various social media platforms. The will have
access to the same contents as children in school.
• As much as we possibly can, support will be put in place and
the school will be adapting our approaches to the suit the
needs of the children.

What is the best way to prepare
my child to return to school at this time?
•

We understand how difficult it may be for families to make the decision to
send children back to school at this time and also how difficult it may be for
children to re-adjust to school and the new routines/procedures.
• With this in mind, we recommend that parents help their children / wards
understand what to expect prior to returning to school and hopefully assist
with relieving any anxieties that the children may have.
• The school would also do its part in educating learners round the clock on
health and safety procedures to ensure their safety at all times.

Upon resumption of school for EYFS
/ Nursery learners
PLEASE NOTE:
• EYFS and Nursery children will arrive at 8 am. EYFS and Nursery children
leave at 1pm
•

It will not be possible to apply social distancing rules within EYFS and Nursery classes - younger children will find it almost impossible to stay 2m apart all
day. However, staff will discourage contact between pupils and will ensure that
thorough hygiene and cleaning measures are followed

•

In line with strict guidelines, all soft toys and furnishings will be removed from
all classrooms in addition to toys that cannot be disinfected.

SAFETY MEASURE in place
• More Hand wash taps have been provided at various locations in
the school
• More Sanitizing points have also been made available in the
school.
• Floors have been visibly marked and well demarcated to least 2m
apart between each child.
• Parents are free to come in for inspection from Monday to Friday
between the Hours of 12noon and 4pm

